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Dedicated Graduate Coordinator

Dedicated full time  
Graduate Educator

Two rotations

Large variety of acute and  
specialty rotations

Opportunities to work in  
High Dependency Units

Part-time (4 days a week)

Comprehensive orientation  
program

Online learning  

Structured reflective practice  

Graduate Nurse  
Program overview

About  
Austin Health
Austin Health is one of 
Australia’s major health 
services based in Melbourne’s 
north-east, 15km from the CBD. 

We provide care over four sites; 
Austin Hospital, The Olivia-
Newton John Cancer, Wellness 
and Research Centre, The 
Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital 
and Royal Talbot Rehabilitation 
Centre; as well as in the 
community and at home.

We offer a range of specialist 
state-wide services and are an 
internationally recognised leader 
in clinical teaching and training, 
offering tertiary health services 
and professional education 
together with some of Australia’s 
finest institutions. 

We’re renowned for our 
specialist work in cancer, liver 
transplantation, spinal services, 
neurology, endocrinology, mental 
health and rehabilitation.

Graduate Nurse Program aim

To create purpose-trained 
nurses who have a long lasting 
career at Austin Health 
and provide reliable, safe, 
patient-centred care. 

Our vision
Shaping the future 

through exceptional  
care, discovery and 

learning.

Our values 

Our actions 
show we care

We bring 
our best

Together 
we achieve

We shape 
the future



Statewide  
services
We’re also the statewide service for: 

• Victorian Spinal Cord Service

• Victorian Respiratory Support Services

• Victorian Liver Transplant Unit

• Acquired Brain Injury Unit

• Child Mental Health Inpatient Unit

• Austin Toxicology Service

• Victorian Poisons Information Centre

• Psychological Trauma and Recovery Service 

• Ventilation Weaning Unit

A safe and inclusive 
workplace
We’re committed to supporting our 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
workforce, by providing an inclusive 
environment where all cultures are 
valued and respected. We have a 
number of initiatives in place to 
support this commitment.

As a member of the Victorian Aboriginal 
Graduate and Cadetship Network there 
is a direct application for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander applicants. Please 
contact the Graduate Nurse Program 
Coordinator for more information. 

"The wonderful 
culture at Austin 
health is allowing 
me to learn in a 
psychologically safe 
environment where  
I am never afraid  
to ask for help." 
– Victoria  
2021 Graduate Nurse

Our locations 

Austin Hospital and 
Olivia Newton-John 
Cancer, Wellness &  
Research Centre, 
Heidelberg

Austin Hospital continues 
a tradition of care for North 
East Melbourne and Victoria 
that stretches back to 1882. 
The ONJ Centre gives cancer 
patients access to world-
leading treatment and care  
in a calm and tranquil 
setting that cares for their 
physical, psychological and 
emotional wellbeing. 

• more than 560 acute beds

• 22-bed Intensive Care  
Unit (ICU)

• 42-cubicle adult 
Emergency Department 
(ED) containing a 
specialist 6-bed 
paediatric unit

• 82-bed Mental Health 
precinct 

• A unique teaching, training 
and research precinct 
including a teaching space 
and laboratory on each 
level of the Austin Hospital

Heidelberg 
Repatriation 
Hospital,  
Ivanhoe 

Heidelberg Repatriation 
Hospital (HRH) was built 
in 1941 to specifically care 
for injured war veterans 
and war widows. 

The HRH continues to 
treat war veterans and 
war widows while also 
providing care to the 
wider community. 

Services provided at  
HRH include:

• day surgery

• specialised care for 
older patients

• outpatient services

• an expansive mental 
health precinct

Royal Talbot 
Rehabilitation 
Centre,  
Kew

Royal Talbot Rehabilitation 
Centre (RTRC) is dedicated 
to providing the best 
rehabilitation services  
in Australia. 

The site is renowned for 
its intensive rehabilitation 
programs, complemented 
by non-medical therapeutic 
services including art, 
music and garden therapy. 

The RTRC provides 
rehabilitation services  
for the following areas:

• brain injury

• limb amputee

• neurology

• spinal cord injury

• orthopaedics

• prosthetics



Specialties offered to graduates:

• Victorian Spinal Cord Service 

• Victorian Liver Transplant Unit

• Victorian Respiratory Support Service 
and Ventilation Weaning Unit

• Emergency Department

• Acquired Brain Injury Unit

• Cardiac

• Paediatrics

• Day surgery

• Oncology and haematology

• Neurology and neurosurgery 

• Renal

• Operating Suites

• Radiology

General stream
Graduate nurses participate 
in a well-structured and highly 
supportive program that offers 
many learning and development 
opportunities. 

These include:

• two six-month clinical rotations 

• one acute or specialty rotation 
guaranteed

• minimum six paid study days

• dedicated supernumerary days 
for each rotation

• specialty based education teams

• professional development 
opportunities

• whole career opportunities

"My experience 
at Austin Health 

and being part of 
the GNP has been 

nothing but one 
full of support and 
nurtured learning." 

– Ally  
2021 Graduate Nurse
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"I love the diverse range 
of clients I’ve had the 
pleasure of working 
with, every specialty 
brings new challenges 
and chances for 
development." 
– Beth  
2020 Graduate Nurse

Mental Health stream
Working in a supportive environment, 
mental health graduate nurses will  
have the opportunity to integrate  
theory with practice by working in a 
range of mental health setting with 
a focus on consumer centered high 
quality nursing care. 

The program includes:

• two six-month clinical rotations 

• minimum 10 paid study days

• dedicated supernumerary days for  
each rotation

Rotations offered to graduates:

• Acute Psychiatric Unit

• Secure Extended Care Unit

• Child Inpatient Unit

• Adolescent Unit

• Psychological Trauma Recovery Unit 

• Brain Disorders Unit

• Crisis Assessment and Treatment Service

• Mobile Support and Treatment Service

• Community Recovery Program

• Transition Support Unit

Ongoing learning and 
development opportunities 
for Mental Health graduate 
nurses

Our Mental Health team are 
committed to providing you with 
ongoing learning and development 
opportunities.

During your graduate year you’ll have 
multiple structured study days which 
include specialised contemporary, 
evidenced based content. This is also 
a pathway to a Postgraduate Diploma 
in Mental Health Nursing. The study 
days completed in your graduate 
year will be counted as prior learning 
for core subjects in a diploma with 
affiliated universities. 

We also offer a structured second 
year education program which 
follows on from our Mental Health 
Graduate Nurse stream which 
enables two more rotations in our 
specialised mental health units.
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Combined General  
and Mental Health 
stream
A specialised program has been 
developed for nurses who are 
passionate about both General  
and Mental Health nursing.  

This program includes:

• two structured six-month clinical 
rotations 

– six months in our Mental Health 
services 

– six months in our General 
Hospital 

• minimum ten paid study days

• Mental Health specific study days

• dedicated supernumerary days 
and support for each rotation

• development of transferable skills

Graduate  
Nurse Program

"I chose the  
combined general  
and mental health 
nursing graduate 
program because of 
the unique opportunity 
the Austin provided 
that allowed me to 
experience and learn 
in two areas I am 
interested in." 
– Gabi  
2019 Graduate Nurse



Transition to Speciality 
Practice Programs

Austin Health offer a range of 
transition to speciality practice 
foundational courses.

• emergency

• intensive care

• cardiac

• peri-operative

• peri-anaesthesia

• recovery

• respiratory

Austin Health provides a wide range of opportunities 
beyond the Graduate Nurse Program, with more than 
90 per cent of graduates staying on with Austin Health 
after they’ve completed it. 

Beyond the 
Graduate Nurse 
Program

Postgraduate courses

Austin Health offers postgraduate 
course in a range of specialties:

• emergency

• intensive care

• cardiac

• surgical

• orthopaedic 

• respiratory

• renal

• cancer

• mental health

• paediatrics  

"I feel that the support 
you receive and the 

opportunity to develop 
your skills and 

confidence and in so 
doing creating a solid 

base of knowledge 
and skills." 

– Bridey  
2021 Graduate Nurse



For details on how to apply 

 graduatenurseprogram@austin.org.au

 www.facebook.com/austinhealthgraduatenurseprogram 

 @austinhealthgnp  

 www.austin.org.au
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